An UpWords Devotional -  My Report Card from God
 “…well done, good and faithful servant…” Matthew 25:21
When Becky brought a report card home several years ago, I remember wondering what my adult report card would look like. With God as my Teacher, how would He grade me and on what subjects? As I contemplated this scenario, I created quite a list of positive behaviors that should be the outcome of my spiritually mature life.

Mentally checking through my list of biblically-based requirements, I felt like a failure. Here were all the things I should be doing, saying, thinking…and I was sobered with the poor report I was sure to have if God was passing out report cards today.

As I visualized the report card and letter grades, my imagination showed me an interesting picture. I saw a red letter appear over each grade, completely obliterating my poor mark with an A+. The color was a bold blood-red. I realized I was seeing the result of Jesus death on the cross for my sin - a changed life. No longer was I living alone by my own power, Jesus God was at work inside me helping me to become the person He designed and desires me to be.

Jesus paid for my sin; furthermore, He makes up for my weaknesses. “When I am weak, then He is strong” (2 Corinthians 12:10). God doesn’t ask me to be perfect; He asks me to be obedient. Since He called me to be a wife, mother, speaker, writer…then He will enable me to fulfill these roles because “I have been crucified with Christ and I no longer live, but Christ lives in me” (Galatians 2:10). 

When speaking to groups of mothers, I love to tell them this wonderful truth: You are the perfect mother for your child. You are not a perfect mother, but you are the best mother for your particular child. How do I know this? Because God is so smart He never makes mistakes. If you were not the perfect mother for your child, He would have put that child in someone else’s family! What a wondrous thought – I am the perfect mom for my Becky. And God can use the good, the bad, and everything in between to teach her the lessons she needs to learn.

Even though my report card has a large, blood-red A+ for each area of my life, I don’t want to “rest on my laurels!” I need to start every day with God and walk through the day with the understanding that He is with me, encouraging me and helping me along the way. Together as partners, we will earn those good grades! It’s not a matter of trying harder, but living each day in the yoke with Jesus (Matthew 11:28-30). And when one day I see my Heavenly Father face-to-face in Heaven, I will hear Him say, “Well done, good and faithful servant.”
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