An UpWords Devotional -  Access Granted
“And when Jesus had cried out again in a loud voice, He gave up His spirit. At that moment the curtain of the temple was torn in two from top to bottom.” Matthew 27:50-51
I use my Costco membership card to gain access to Costco services online, in the store, and at the gas pump. My card gets me “in.” The other day, because of changing wallets when I went on vacation, I did not have my Costco member card when I stopped to get gas. Access denied. Lucky for me, I had enough gas to get home, retrieve my card, and return to fill my tank.

Unlucky for me, I was born a sinner. Access to heaven—home of the Holy God—would be an impossible hope for me without Jesus’ atoning blood that paid the price of my sin forever. Let me explain more about this unique access to God.

Today I took my daughter and two of her friends to visit the Lancaster Mennonite Information Center’s “Tabernacle,” an actual-size replica of the portable temple God told the Israelites to use during their wilderness wandering. Although I have toured this site many times, one particular part of the tabernacle still amazes me—the veil.

During God’s instructions on how to build the tabernacle, He commanded the people to: “Make a curtain of blue, purple and scarlet yarn and finely twisted linen, with cherubim worked into it by a skilled craftsman. Hang it with gold hooks on four posts of acacia wood overlaid with gold and standing on four silver bases. Hang the curtain from the clasps and place the ark of the Testimony behind the curtain. The curtain will separate the Holy Place from the Most Holy Place” (Exodus 26:31-34).

The tabernacle held the Holy Place and the Most Holy Place, divided by the veil described in the last paragraph. Every day in the Holy Place, the High Priest atoned for the sins of the people and took care of God’s dwelling place. However one day each year, the High Priest entered the Most Holy Place where the Spirit of God actually resided between the golden cherubim on top of the ark of the Testimony. The veil that separated the Most Holy Place from the Holy Place was one huge weaving—not pieced together. The High Priest went around the side of it to enter the Most Holy Place. And only he could meet with God on behalf of more than a million Israelites one time each year.

Later in Old Testament history, we know that Solomon built the Temple under God’s leadership. And then the Temple is mentioned again in Scriptures when Jesus is a boy and his parents lose him in Jerusalem. “After three days they found him in the temple courts, sitting among the teachers, listening to them and asking them questions. Everyone who heard him was amazed at his understanding and his answers” (Luke 2:46-47).

It was this temple that also housed a veil separating the Holy Place from the Most Holy Place where only the High Priest could enter on behalf of the people one time a year. It is this curtain that, at the time of Jesus’ final breath on the cross, God supernaturally tore from top to bottom. Man did not tear the veil—it was not ripped from bottom to top, nor could the intricately woven cloth be torn by a mere mortal. No, God once and for all tore away the separation between us and Him. Because of Jesus’ death for your sins and mine, we have access to God.

Access granted. Access to a promise of eternal life in Heaven is available when we accept the fact that we are sinners, believe that Jesus died on the cross to pay for our sins, and invite Jesus to be Lord and Master of our lives. Access to God’s wisdom and strength is ours, as well as access to blessings untold. We can access God’s presence as we talk with Him each day and listen to what He has to say to us from His Word. Are you taking advantage of this amazing access?

“Therefore, brothers, since we have confidence to enter the Most Holy Place by the blood of Jesus, by a new and living way opened for us through the curtain, that is His body, and since we have a great priest over the house of God, let us draw near to God with a sincere heart in full assurance of faith, having our hearts sprinkled to cleanse us from a guilty conscience and having our bodies washed with pure water. Let us hold unswervingly to the hope we profess, for He who promised is faithful” (Hebrews 10:19-23).

Atoning death. A severed veil. Access granted.
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